JOY OF THE GOSPEL
From the experience of the processing of the module on Teamwork and Community Building, we, the participants, were filled with enthusiasm to participate fully and truly in the Mission of Christ entrusted to Holy Mother the Church. However, we came to a realization that we cannot go out into our world to share this goodnews of Christ if we show sadness and anger or indifference as a result of our experience of being broken, wounded, fatigue and disintegrated. With this awareness of our present reality, were we discouraged?  No way! Rev. Sr. Lilian KAPONGO, Carmelite Missionary Sisters of St. Therese of Child Jesus, was invited to lead us in the process of re-energizing using the Encyclicals of Pope Francis, standing on a take-off pad, Gaudete Exsultate( Joy of the Gospel).
In presenting the aim of this module, the facilitator re-energized us in the area of commitment to the mission of Christ of which the gospel message is the core, bringing to our awareness the present day reality of science and social dictates and inventions, becoming points of reference to human life in most societies. This challenge prompted Holy Mother the Church to come out with the Encyclical “Year of the Faith”.  She went on to say that our Christian catholic faith expression is founded on the events and life of Jesus especially his death and resurrection.

However, the experience so far today, indicates that some custodians of the goodnews of Christ tend to find their meaning and commitment in science and social dictates in their immediate environment. To address this, Holy Mother the Church through Pope Francis, invites all faithful to “be joyful for the gift of the gospel handed over to the Apostles by Christ.”  This invitation goes further, to challenge and also encourage us to live out the gospel with humane gestures of joy, refreshment and belief.  The gospel should not be preached only but also to be lived as a lifestyle.
The major themes one can find in this encyclical according to our facilitator are:
1. To look at the Past with Gratitude

2. “          “         Present with Passion

3.  “          “        Future with Hope.

To guard us in this ‘looking’ are some questions:
I. Where is joy born in me?

II. Do I feel this joy in my life and activities?

III. Does my heart desire something great?

IV. Has my heart preserved the restlessness of seeking?

V. God awaits me, how do I respond to Him?

VI. Am I aware of the situation of my soul?

Relating these questions to the realities of our life and as commissioned agents of the gospel of Christ, Consecrated men and women,

· 1st Phase:

There is desire to be aware of our individual and personal journey with God.  The movement in this journey is inward-to re-discover the joy of the message we hold and also take to others. 

· 2nd Phase:

To go out after been refreshed by God, to the people, world and bring to these hope, joy and convictions about Christ. cf. Is.40

For Pope Francis, according to our facilitator, calls for a proclamation of the gospel of Christ that manifest tenderness, affection, comfort, consolation, gentleness etc.
In summary, there is a need for 

· Personal Renewal and lovely encounter with Jesus =Joy

· Personal and Community transformation = Joy

· Attention and Solidarity with the Poor (poor within and outside the Church) =Joy


Towards MAN                                                                       From Me to HIM
                          Towards Others                                                                       From HIM to Marginalized
The encyclicals and Exhortations of Pope Francis which constituted the core of this module are:

1. Guadete Exsultate- speaks of the joy of the gospel of Christ and custodians of this gospel should experience this joy and always carry it in their lives and appearances.
2. Laudato Si- Our responsibility as custodians of the gospel also extends to caring for mother Earth. There is need to revive our thinking to include a proclamation of the goodnews with an ecological orientation.
3. Watch: It is a call to all Consecrated life to be watchful using the distinctive sign of prophecy to read and interpret the signs of the time.
4. Proclaim- It is the responsibility and duty of consecrated persons and the entire church to proclaim Catholic Moral values and should be done within context. To this, the theologians of the Church are challenged to find the terms to communicate what is essential about life and help Christians God’s merciful, saving grace.
5. Contemplate- This is an indispensable dimension while dealing with urgent and grave issues. “The more our mission urges us to go forth towards the existential outskirts, the more our heart feels the need to be intimately united to that of Christ, which is full of mercy and love.” Contemplate reaffirms this need, to restart from the intimate relationship with God in order to respond to the current challenges of the Church and of the wider world.
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